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police allegations
&-%./0102%(33204
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Prince George’s County police
officials acknowledged the existence
of an FBI probe into allegations of
criminal misconduct by county offi-
cers, saying Monday that any offi-
cers involved in the investigation
had been taken off patrol in order to
ensure public safety.

“Our number one duty to the
public is to make sure that they get
professional police service… their
safety is paramount to us,” said po-
lice spokesman Maj. Andy Ellis in a
news conference held outside the po-
lice headquarters in Palmer Park.

The police statement was
prompted by an article that appeared
in Sunday’s Washington Post that re-
vealed the existence of the FBI probe
into police corruption involving alle-
gations that uniformed officers pro-
vided security for a criminal gam-
bling ring.

“Any police officers in Prince
George’s County who are found to
be involved in any illegal activity as
a result of this will be prosecuted
both criminally and administrative-
ly,” Ellis said.

Ellis said he wanted to assure

the public that the officers involved
in the investigation would not come
into contact with citizens.

“No resident of Prince George’s
County needs to be concerned that an
officer would either pull them over
on a traffic stop or respond to a call at

See Police, page 4

Citizens voice worries about health care 
&-%./0102%(33204
567890:%;3%$17%57<;9<7:

For those wondering why politi-
cal consensus on health care reform
is proving so hard to come by, they
would have witnessed an excellent
case study by attending Sen. Ben-
jamin L. Cardin’s health care town
hall meeting Monday night at Prince
George’s Community College.

Over 500 people packed the
room to listen to Cardin speak about
health care reform plans and to voice
their own worries about the health
care system and what is going to be
done to fix it.

Cardin, standing in front of a
blue banner that read, “All Ameri-
cans Deserve Health Care,” spoke

about the need for reform that would
bring costs down and expand cover-
age to uninsured Americans.

“The only option that’s not ac-
ceptable is the status quo,” said
Cardin.

The problem is, nobody can
seem to agree on what options are ac-
ceptable and more importantly, how

to pay for them.
“For every suggestion we have

to raise money, there’s a problem on
the other side,” Cardin said.

He also spoke about the difficul-
ty of reaching consensus even
among the 60-vote Democratic ma-
jority in the Senate.

“Truth of the matter is, we don’t

have 60 Democrats who think the
same way on any one issue,” Cardin
said.

The audience didn’t seem to be
thinking the same way, either, when
the floor was opened up for ques-
tions. Topics included health care for
illegal immigrants, funding for abor-
tions, steep malpractice insurance
costs, and whether or not members of
Congress would have to enroll in
whatever public health care plan they
create.

Two audience members in par-
ticular seized the opportunity to
speak candidly to their elected repre-
sentative, critiquing his policy posi-
tions from seemingly opposite ends
of the ideological spectrum.

See Health care, page 4

IIWe don’t have 60 Democrats who think
the same way on any one issue.HHBENJAMIN CARDIN

U.S. Senator
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County police under FBI scrutiny
their house,” Ellis said.

The potential misconduct was
first discovered by the police depart-
ment’s internal affairs unit in 2007
but the investigation was completely
turned over to the FBI earlier this
year.

Ellis declined to go into
specifics about the ongoing FBI in-
vestigation and the current status of
the officers involved, but he made it
clear that the department was deter-
mined to root out officer corruption
in order to maintain public confi-

dence in law enforcement.
“To have allegations of police

misconduct, it makes all of us in law
enforcement very angry,” Ellis said.
“We wear the same badge as officers
that commit misconduct. One bad cop
tarnishes the badge that we all wear.”

One county police officer, Cpl.
Eddie Smith, was arrested in June for
his alleged involvement in a bank
burglary in Temple Hills, but Ellis
wouldn’t say whether Smith was in-
volved in the current FBI investiga-
tion. Smith has since resigned from
the force.

A spokesman for the FBI’s Bal-

timore office declined to comment
on the corruption probe, saying that
the bureau only speaks about ongo-
ing investigations if there is a specif-
ic reason to do so.

Jim Keary, a spokesman for
County Executive Jack B. Johnson,
reiterated Prince George’s officials’
resolve to find and punish criminali-
ty among county personnel.

“The police department and the
county administration does not toler-
ate inappropriate behavior among its
employees,” Keary said. “If wrong-
doing is found, we will prosecute
them.”

Police, from page 1

Cardin hears health care concerns

Robert Broadus, a programmer
from Clinton, said he had recently
lost his job and that he had opted to
save money by not paying for a new
health insurance plan. Broadus asked
Cardin, “I want to know, are you go-
ing to tell me, an individual protected
by the Constitution… that I have to
buy health care or else you’re going
to fine me $2,500 every year that I
don’t do that?”

The senator responded by say-
ing that an “overriding public inter-
est” was enough to justify requiring
everyone to buy health insurance. He
added that similar arguments have
been made about requiring drivers to
buy car insurance.

“Where does it say in the Con-
stitution that I have the right to re-
quire you to have liability insurance?
I don’t see it written anywhere,”
Cardin said.

Broadus said that he believes
the health insurance mandate is un-
constitutional because it violates
both the Ninth and 10th Amend-

ments.
Elizabeth Handy, a psychother-

apist from Baltimore, was equally
blunt when questioning Cardin about
the single-payer route to universal
coverage.

Handy said to Cardin: “My
question is why isn’t it on the table?
Why do we have lobbyists to the
tune of $1,000 an hour being paid in
Washington to pay our politicians to
vote to support them and not the peo-
ple? This is not people’s health care.
This is health care for big business
and politicians.”

Cardin responded by saying that
he believed in private insurance and
building a system that would allow
people to keep their current plans if
they so choose.

“Let me tell you that most peo-
ple in America are satisfied with
their private health insurance cover-
age,” Cardin said. “The president is
not supporting the single-payer and
there is not the support in Congress
to pass the single-payer.”

Handy wasn’t persuaded by his
answer. “Sen. Cardin said there is a
lot right with our system and that we

need to keep what is good,” she said.
“My issue is that I don’t believe that
there is much good in any system
that creates as much disparity as
ours.”

Cardin began his speech by
naming health care reform as a top
priority, but after being peppered
with tough questions from the audi-
ence, he ended up downplaying the
solidity of the pending legislation.

“There is no plan today,” he
said. “I just urge you all to stay
tuned. We don’t have a bill yet.”

When Prince George’s County
Executive Jack B. Johnson arrived
onstage near the end of the meeting
for a brief statement, Cardin jokingly
wished him luck with his “spirited”
constituents.

Jackson said that health care re-
form is a tough issue for both the
county and the nation, but it needs to
be addressed.

“We’re never going to reach
consensus on all of the answers,” he
said. “But the one answer that we
must reach consensus on is that we
need change in the health care sys-
tem.”

Health care, from page 1
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PGCP investigate shooting
involving U.S. Capitol Police 

The Prince George’s County
Police Department is investigating a
shooting involving an off-duty U.S.
Capitol Police Officer July 16 in
Greenbelt.

At approximately 6:50 p.m., of-
ficers responded to the 8500 block of
Greenbelt Road for report of a man
firing a gun in the parking lot. When
officers arrived, they found and ap-
prehended 24-year-old Badara
Samb, who was found wounded on
the scene.

Investigation revealed that
Samb was involved in an altercation
with an associate, who is an off-duty
Department of Army Civilian Police
(DACP) Officer. During the alterca-
tion, the DACP Officer fled the
apartment and was pursued by Samb
who was brandishing a handgun.
Once in the apartment complex
parking lot, Samb began randomly
firing the handgun.

An off-duty U.S. Capitol Police
Officer that happened to be in the
complex, observed Samb firing the
handgun and engaged him. Samb
and the U.S. Capitol Officer ex-
changed gun fire. Both were wound-
ed in the exchanged. Samb and the
U.S. Capitol Officer were transport-
ed to area hospitals where Samb has
been listed in serious condition and
the U.S. Capitol Officer was listed as
non-life threatening.

An uninvolved 12-year-old fe-
male was grazed during the incident
by a stray bullet, which struck her
while she was inside of her apart-
ment. She was taken to an area hos-
pital where she was treated and re-
leased.

Prince George’s County Police
Department is working in co-opera-
tion with U.S. Capitol Police and the
Department of Army Civilian Police
to investigate the incident. Investiga-
tors have obtained charges for two
counts of attempted murder on
Samb.

Victim from 1987 Brightseat
Road shooting dies

A victim of a shooting, which
occurred in the 3000 block of Bright-
seat Road in 1987, died as a direct re-
sult of those injuries. 

On Nov. 9, 1987, Bernie Leroy
Wilder Jr., of the 4900 block of
Heath Street, Capitol Heights, shot
and wounded Ronald Llewelyn Doi-
ley, of the 200 block of East Mill Av-
enue, Seat Pleasant. 

As a result of this shooting,
Doiley became a paraplegic con-
fined to a wheelchair and eventually
had both of his legs amputated. On
March 4, 2009, after continuous
medical complications, Doiley, who
was 55 years old at the time of his
death, succumbed to his injuries. 

It was deemed by the Medical
Examiner that his death was a direct
result of complications stemming

from this shooting.
Bernie Leroy Wilder Jr., who is

currently 39 years old, was charged,
convicted and served time due to a
guilty plea in 1987 for shooting Doi-
ley.

Homicide victim identified in
Lewisdale

The Prince George’s County
Police Department has identified the
victims in a homicide that occurred
in the 2200 Block of University
Boulevard, Lewisdale.

On July 11, at approximately
11:03 a.m., the Prince George’s Fire
Department responded to an apart-
ment located in the 2200 Block of
University Boulevard for a report of
a possible fire. Upon entry, they dis-
covered the victims both suffering
from severe lacerations to the upper
body. Both victims were pronounced
dead on the scene.

The victims have been identi-
fied at Sirian Cruz, a 44-year-old
Hispanic female and Rafael Antonio
Ramirez-Valiviezo, a 48-year-old
Hispanic male, both from the 2200
Block of University Boulevard,
Lewisdale. Both victims are be-
lieved to be from Honduras.

A short time after arriving on
scene, it was learned that the lease-
holder of the apartment was found
dead in the District, the victim of an
apparent suicide. Investigation into
the death of the leaseholder is being
conducted by the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department. 

Hit and run in District
Heights

A pedestrian involved in a hit-
and-run accident occurred at Marl-
boro Pike and Larchmont Avenue,
District Heights.

On July 15, at approximately
12:13 a.m., a Prince George’s
County police officer traveling on
Marlboro Pike at Larchmont Av-
enue observed an adult male pedes-
trian lying near lanes of travel. The
victim was transported to a local
hospital with life-threatening in-
juries. The victim has not been
identified.

The striking vehicle failed to
remain on the scene and was not lo-
cated.

Anyone with information
about this case is asked to call the
Prince George’s County Police De-
partment’s Collision Analysis and
Reconstruction Unit at (301) 731-
4422. Callers wishing to remain
anonymous may call Crime Solvers
at 1-866-411 TIPS (8477) or text
“PGPD plus your message” to
CRIMES (274637) on your cell
phone or go to www.pgpolice.org
and submit a tip online. A cash re-
ward is being offered for the tip that
leads to the arrest and indictment of
the suspect(s).

— from police reports
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